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WASHINGTON—On July 18, the U.S. 

House of  Representatives Committee 

on Small Business held a hearing on 

the federal government’s efforts to be-

come more involved in the deployment 

of  broadband with the enactment of  

the American Recovery and Reinvest-

ment Act.

The Federal Communications Com-

mission estimates that 97 percent of  

small businesses use some form of  

broadband applications to strengthen 

their operations.

A recent survey by the Offi ce of  the 

Chief  Counsel for Advocacy at the 

U.S. Small Business Administration 

showed almost half  of  rural business-

es and more than one-third of  urban 

businesses are not satisfi ed with their 

current Internet speed.

FCC Chair Julius Genachowski 

testifi ed about the progress on broad-

band in the past three years and the 

problems now being faced.

• A vast majority of  Americans live in 

areas with broadband infrastructure 

capable of  delivering 100-plus mega-

bits per second. However, nearly 18 

million Americans—including many 

small business owners—live in areas 

where they cannot get broadband.

• Nearly 100 million Americans still 

have not adopted broadband at 

home.

• The U.S. leads the world in 3G sub-

scribers, and it is leading the world 

in deploying 4G mobile broadband.

• The apps economy continues to grow, 

and U.S. fi rms and developers con-

tinue to lead the way.

• The percentage of  smartphones glob-

ally with U.S. operating systems has 

grown from 25% to more than 80%.
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