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Arguments against shifting public notice to the Internet


1. Public Notices in local newspapers are vital to the proper functioning of democratic government.


a.    The government has a fundamental responsibility to ensure adequate notification to the public of its actions. That responsibility cannot be abandoned in favor of cost savings that may prove to be elusive in light of a decrease in effective public notice.

b.    Allowing government officials to post legal ads takes away third-party neutral interest, and removes any independent proof of publication.


c.    Furthermore, placing the responsibility of notifying the public in the hands of government officials carries with it a potential for abuse. For example, it may create the temptation to change or manipulate the timing of public notices.


2. Newspapers are a more effective medium by which to reach the public.


a.     The vast majority of public notices now arrive at citizens’ homes or businesses on a regular schedule and in a context that compels readership (amid local news, features, and other important information).


b.    With an online format, guaranteeing or measuring readership is very difficult, as 
opposed to newspapers, which are required to demonstrate readership by providing records of paid subscribers, maintaining postal permits, or submitting to outside subscription audits.

 
c.    Local newspapers have become the traditional medium for public notices, 
and this is exactly where the public expects to find them. (In fact, some commercial services, such as those serving the construction industry, actually mine public notices, and then pass on valuable information via email notification lists.) 

d.    An Internet site can appear only on one computer, to one reader at a time. On the other hand, a newspaper can be read and passed along to other readers.

3. Newspapers are more accessible to the public than the Internet.
a.     The public won’t see legal notices if they don’t have computer, and large segments of society lack the financial means to purchase a computer.


b.     Newspapers offer readers a single, convenient location at which to find public notices. On the contrary, allowing individual government entities to publish notices on their respective websites would create a myriad of different locations on the World Wide Web.


4.  The Internet is highly unreliable as a source for valuable information.


a.     The stability of newspapers as a medium for public notices is unquestionable because it is in print. The Internet, on the other hand, remains highly vulnerable and unstable.  Power surges, computer problems and downed servers can prevent access at any given time.
c.     Government agencies cannot ensure that information located on a server is secure. Due to the presence of hackers, Internet legal ads are open to alteration. Printed legal ads provide a record of public notices that cannot be altered.


d.     Interested parties cannot prove that they were properly notified of an impending action. On the other hand, newspapers provide sworn affidavits that ads were published along with physical tearsheets of the ad as printed.
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